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Abstract of

The Persian Gulf War: A "Storm" Too Short ?

An examination of the conceptual framework for war

termination provides a foundation for an assessment of war

Le-rMination in the Persian Gulf War. The successful

accomplishment of the mil itary objectives of Operation

DESERT STORM - targeted at Iraqi centers of gravity - is

assessed as having achieved the national political

objectives establ ished by the President. Most significantly,

the pol iticai aim of ensuring the peace and stabil ity of the

region is determined to have been !best achieved by not

destroying the rEgime of Saddam Hussein; and termination of

the ground offensive after only 100 hours al lowed major

el enents of the ~Repbl ican Guard to escape, yet stil 1erved

to accomplish U.S. military and political objectives.

Finally, the war offers the operational-level commander some

considerations for war termination in future conflict, to

include: (1) communications that provide the National

Command Authority with real-time battlefield information and

the impact of that capability on decisionmaking; (2) the

critical importance of training/educating officers to

function on the staffs of the Unified Combatant Commanders;

(3) concerns about retention of domestic support; and (4)

the need for doctrine addressing war/conflict termination.
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I. INTRODUCTION

"The Guif9 War was a magnificent military victory barren cf any
significant. military gains."i-

asU -co CasL 'r .mE rý ire warnt into effect on 28 FebrLlary 191 critics

began týo question t-he Fresacent'- dmocis~ion to en-d the Persiasn Gul f War after a

~r 0Lin W o t-F _n s i o cf cn]vl!) nc' ours. WhicthnEr or not U S . nat iocnal obJecti4ves had te_-en

sccm~ lsls" b=-ameinof heated debate, P:;.ticu an y as Saddam Husein's

f-orces w.ere reiatdto qUell a E:hiite rebellion iin soUthern Iraq arid to resuime

f iht :rg with thie K'urlts in tChE north. General Sc"=rz,ýr.kopf , commiander cf tne U .S.-

-,rcE toc 1 're i interview on March 1-71,

1 r: -aar, 5 -E unr Y,, =-i o- t- Gl War , tha

?` L~' n ek a ,, r' t m LUr

p-' t i h. t~ca

V. arswrtrm infi~r 1o , of the mesh ing of pol it icl *;cals with

coperat ional (nil itary ob Jx-- t 1 .r, d t h e i f-triv=_n ee o f im iiit ary a ctioc.n in

tchnr-ving go1 itical obj-ctives, thesreby attai~ning "victory" as defined t-y the

part icipants . in order -- Z-----war timnto n the Fersian Giuli , it will ts

nelpful to examine the concept of twa_-r terminaticn so as to better Understand - "bat=ed

on eXisting theory and eraerging do~trirne .-- components -of "winning", ari~ to a;,:)Iy

these thoughts to thne stat-ed U.S. goals and the degree of their sccomplishiment ar-

t he GuiU+.

in this paper, I will argue that LI.S. policy objectives and resulting war

terminition strategy correct)),' eschewed a "ma~rch to £E-Dghdad" and destruction of



Saddaim HUisein's regime throulgh military action. At the operational level of war,

termination of the iishting prior to destruction of the R~epubl ican Guard in the

Basra poc~et , however , presents a )ýj~tCh m-ore compl ex i1ssue . Evidenc-e ind icates th-at-

whi- e u- mil it-=ry object ives- of the camipaign were .accomTnl isned , therreby A-] so

achieving our staei-o tclojectives - hy were not accompi se t h

~eree posi ,wt cr ne. m tea ttimn o f t h o se n a ti4on-a 1 o L Jer t ives m

'if ct4-- sm-Zon -:octrine --.F-4 t'cv -

-- -tw rt r - - --it- tns vw.. -L .i7 -t; -1 -- -S C ;M Cý'

tE- op. a i n a-I ev I f~tr c: L7mifnder in i-hiei of Unif ied i~crbal- ntI

E.~~ ~ ns *:s-i- -;-.-Y ::tcncisrn neuIn the p::annimzo and" onLlc

nIF Is-;:- .; =':. 5ana:tensio-n p7-- I*

E 1 r -EFE ? C-,.rtp best knc-n ±cr Mi mavm 1. in ~nq Etra=tzegy :;r.ý

mi it:5a ojs: n e , rit a. w,.j-ror r e nr n o on in I,-,

~tL tod7o EC, K t"I -'r'- t ccu cear i n his mind what he intends to achie-.'e- by

tna ~~a ac owne~nens t cndct:t Te orerIs ts PQ itic;i p 'r po s e hen

Ilatter its operationa'l objective. 5 C'early, CIIa-Usewitz7 provides som..e critical0

quil-ance here on war ndon proper war termination; he ac-vis=es the would-be Llsar S+

-7iii itary force to f irst Jet-ermaine Ex;ýIactly what is to be acccmpl ish=ed - the end starte

to ne pr-oduced by the use of mill itary power. And further, he a-dmonlishes the user t.:

determine how forces are to ne used to bring aCoo-t that situation, by establ ishing

ci tayc~oj=ectives that, when a-cco.mp i ished, will 2chisve the strategic pol iticall



aims ci t Go*~vernment. Finally, it is clear that the end state and the "hcw to" for

the use -Dif orce shoauLId be det ermined prior to the Com-mencement of the war.

WhilIe Cl5-_Lk5EWitZ5 admoniticon might seem rather' self-evident, part icul :arl y for

mo dlern oo ser ver 3 who have watched thi e rt debates over tr-ue se of theT il 1tAry to

rchie P 'DI i z .tJ et i vxs i n t he P sr s I E ~u If, in S~mli. af- :n d p otent ially

~os n-a~ ol 'I!-ua r i is -1 e m.akes it Ilea r t hat in r ea1i t y t he p r o eF issr;: T r- mey

~i-1 oU ncs 15 L;rto iE dvo t ed to the means -per-fe-tiJng t'i-e mil itary-

Unt~et o~ n their u~s imbaftles and campaigns -En'-E toi-l

is I E t -- Ir relating ta mseans to t h ;n-r cons c ' (P-ecsseC " the f inal otmeof wars

7 , z s- u :+ ~ h as thýe war's impa-ct on oms~

P ~~~ -rc,-e inarc to which ouL'i1a powers will int-srve-.," _Lisý-ten trua;

that ~ te nd -- aesih r i e nci n g o-F, w a res-- ltenain.

cmaakes it tnat. -m-il'-

+1~-e =md

Y 1 i 1 Z, ;E r Z.o atta.In --t sn

ne taes oit~o~ -i i'ves it a~pproaches a or-nlit t!",

atV5 :)nn aI iS/ ~ na 1 obet i ve s th at wi I1

o e -z sin r sc;- i re S a c I-t Snt- r~ s -_;d i h, he r-n em ii'l , s ocity, hisC

oerme ,-IP - armed freand t t 1i i~n trel atunsh ip amfongý t-hem - "he rm-t rkz

trinity" of~Lewt a theory. r,-L PrUCE Cfll r L, -ne of t-he Arfny's l-"_JM

thi ni,:e rs ion war termina t ion , assert sthat v1  cry w ill, be -zc h ievel a- za re sl t

the " suc CE-f Uli (ei ense of --ne's cwn cent er of grav it y combi',ne d w it'- act ' t hat, a~t

I ea.s t -4n d ir ec t Iy, a t ta;;.c ýs the opponent s cente, of gravity with the result being

that me I the enem-.y I cnangiss his objectives.'

The ý.:ey (if easy to cverllooik- point that COL Cl arke mak~es is tha te -p enne_-

must not- rcn7y ascertain and te aol e to attack- the center (s) of gravity (CGG) c- "

3



enemy. He must also undcerstand his own state's COG, and must therefore planl the

campaign so that he attacks the enemy's COG, while simultaneously protecting his

o-wf . au~sEwi tz was surel y tak. ing one's own center of gravity into con-=.Iderat io in

his dicussiCn oi wai-'s pol iticzai objective : "Since war is not an act ot _ __

P a si.j- t!Jt L cntrc, I d by i ts= pl1* it Ica-l on ect , the -Va I ue of th is i:)L" er

determine t"Ie s-acrif izEe to te mada *for it in MagnitUce ran in M."t ~ i~_

_X: 1ntrre S tIs~en~ hetreprs: the Cl ausewit-ziaSn t~r

q e r n in nt, t he arm- ec trcs ;no the Pe.Pi I E te v aIuea pl ac ed il P:Dn a _ mar In

~ ~ca mn' mustnot e sogreat tthat it upsets the blnewti h

MI I ~ Ett .L~ 5ou nspli uPport is rucial to smm on

i_; E -n a n 5ov e:* ZJs:e rewarini magnitUQce or i n-h, m

tn ep ae;rtit . Furthe'r, t he gr eta- 4-er t he scal et f

;r:rac~:. ~o~ .. ,-~E :: ic s;.pport iI

X TpeiaF -B iTC s e ilmpmct ;=:rractec =7. -eE-r. 7 .9 -.

E. ~ ~ ~ ~ -r :A pi th- -- ._- ,r -i itary Pzzwar._ ' _-,n opu U Z

T__~t _4 p. c~ia people w a.s car nt-e r of r~-: vi t' v r e- E

issuai tie r- -r-.d in signit, eventual ly drovs tt- U.-t

its - parti7n1i1P tio, i n w 5 F~ snd t he Co m u n a-t sIL ) u euesu S n tS 1F U~ M

g, a rn E r snd vic tc.ry at the ~a r 2a i n q t a bIe.

F r o r th 1e A e r 1Ca r.; er s peat-,i ve=-, C I sus =-w it Z ' s co n ce rn a7, t thE zo 7!

miasnltude and CUrat icr,' i-I *r__,= I-i I %/oicuses on concern for casual ties. ete

rkecord descr ibes r"mer ic sn- sens it ivity to Casual t ies as a Potent ial -,ul ner eti 1icy

warf-are. Citing the emergence cf this sensitivity in the Western demccracies' hr:

at the sl aughter in the Niori -J War 1 trenches, FReord describes American tear clverý

caSuLal t!E sR as a inSEr.7:; efec o th-e Vietniam War! 0 To a great e!.Aert, Am-Erici.-m

iascination witn hign cc *yweapons systemns a=ndl laser guided munitions. wit-

4



t he ir I et-na I c:apa-b iIi ty an d S iMU t aneous adlim in ut ion of c ollIat era I d amag e re e~t

Hmeric.ýsn a-ttempts to imi n i #,ize needl ess =-,h nd destruct ion on the t Ett ~i=-I.

in his iqK- report , -onfl ict Termiin.;t ion : A Rational Mod-el , cCC Cl ark-

d;=scrIes5 the Et-fect i-ý t-he in1ternztiE onal -environment an tne =ta~e = r -I -i

t.= *:-reation c-i imiI itary ct. ecta vxa to C~lve tin-E, a-z M 1Ene it a

oms~ tFf~vior<. T--e p.ctentiai -for t-:3.rd partky Invo VIiEt If he o- :,

1nera~oalica onstr-aintz, and t~ecfcti-. iv- ci =ne:mv --nd -ý--endi y

:D- 7s torn Ir anterna z.oae on. Jro nme: -ric ir..f ue'nc t he -o'z F, 7.

-- :e E 011-- -t n I iT. Ii1r- i- r ,d t -d s- d -' s-

=o ----- sd r F! z-. trs -i a~ 1n E

Y'-~ -t 7 -__ 1_ to Eeein n t

or scale. EqualRly import-ant, the weight s-f intErnational law =should be seen to

support the country, thus- providing the state with the moral "high ground",

signiiicant to maintenance si dCoMestIC =-L!pprt as well as in crea-tinq or retsinir.;

international infl uence and presSti-ge. F,.nazl 1y, the war should be t-Llqht With

consideration for the imat:n cther states, so as to precluCe their invol';E!-ems:II-



that would have a del etarious effect on Dur cause; or it should encourage their

participation if that would be ?t'

Oin the surface, it woul"d appear that the disclussion just summa-riZed deal s

specificallIy with the pol iticial side cf war making SF0_n with mil itary pl anning at the

:Itr _zteg i: Ievel . -ert-a in I y al] I of th-e co-nc-epts dcssrnioE.f weare: a pp Ic e a t t.Is

1 vEl at rF ISt.a zna; "ICo man.d LthL-ýc r it NC) in tnme planmn inrg and COn-,duct of4

er 7 1. TmA DSERT _'_ HEEsdý-E7z7tur. B,ý - th purpose= thi per it

* E-CE±rtr to acr; t,ýrrscr z-c tEias it appi iCs to the Zeaar ee

:n ctins ojrtin -l Ive roimce a hspners for Our purpces tin

_ __~ ~ inM 1he t.IL Os a jiiE ucZMMan azno his taf

-~ ~ na~iy tect-tac~ i , and not- .ritten -for eaypractical ap ctc.-

of I -h - nr wh c e -

__~p rE~ n tae lce. tWie gairn ;e-9'c ty trP i-

z~in t,-ne conil act on Iter-rms tavorao1 _ Lý_-

-;ne t ra E t! e of t ne wr .athcs-
im pos e crwil resey c n te e ney, eiCa c
tnec; recou--rse but to accept det eat+-. . n. .
to end awar a hcsto orsrv t7ne cetia es ftr

-nc it ssum sa ia opnntcfcmag
cesly9n. B~efore tme =. ct is fir-sd, tine tre-ater
conmianoer iTu=_t have ava: as to now he desire-s to
termane~te a~nd nrest-E-v 47.e -:.:ms acnieved.Iz

Mat~h a little mor-e ibuoat moom.:n more) specificity,, the Field Mqnual anstruct-E tat

"conflict t"ermination rsquirez- more than jusit the !Efe-Zt of a military force. It

req-uareas attaining domuinnce :!- one fine;~ stages of a rofict by achieving 0thtr

pci it.cali ano military 1 sterzge cuff icIEntr enough to imTpose aý acre 1.=aetinig - -



The concept, deszign , and imipl emart~at ion c-f th is l everage is an nerlerement of

apEr a t cna= des-=ign. I t epitatcmi Zes. the Ink between pol itical aims and mil itary frce

- CO~tz. in tat the a--bov,-: nuc~t.= sectzions

lt -,rt h acr i. z Z'. tcF, esIrer-e d b y CEl aU Ee WitZ :.' Knw w h at .u, rr

I t 1,- l Er-C S~ i-r-:iý E~'t I i itar M2ule Za lai:~

ro-:.-t a aed"2, astalapi lcnd ton trs tyrs -

Zr- -- -- fl1 n - 1 ~ Y

__r _ tht~.

7= -- - ~-- -7 cULL nd

-n v- entsc r. stra.

E~ ~ ~ I, S- r 61C m - -p

I c 1 t E gr;tic-ZeEE !oiE7 IiL ca;R ea vT~i e r d to a n th capag iru a sprnrr=

- -- Ira 7aas at' teLus t he o peraitiona -level co nmmander-r is. th'-Ie ela cato

7iii it-ary adjectives thatEr Hill ,by their accamrpl lsbment, secure the nation's

go tcaam.111" ita-;ry doctrine provid-es e>;,tensive g;uidance and instrulctionl on '-:N

to com-Fbat and des-troy an a~ppc-sing mil itary farce; but it tells the cofmma&nder very

1 itt;e a about no-w to cc at he objectives that wil I ensure destruction of the enemy

ra-p- =nter~s) of tra1ty, sd thre-by achieve po, itical S.iTs.



The neetc2tionf- Will ' exarilne U.Sn. pol it1icaCI oDiec tives in the Persian Gulf-I War

andn t ie ~I itary ObjECt iVE-S General Scht-arzhop{ , as the operatiornal-1level coitrtmarer,

n hE p -,I11C 3tc.i1 a IM.

1 0- Br JuLE CT IYVES: T HE FERE1gN GUL2"F

f.iI in Bi irq' :nvs, c-f -n -; 1990, Pres4deI Bus!

ma'rea -c!c-br- -J-i

±,i,:,'~~u~t' t a. -rcctoa i-te wd i rq

-~~~~~ -mm-= -Fjt

Sa 7:,t~ Gi c Egcimt ;cvernm-i ri Kua s

-M -77

4 r:te :rq: 95:ce1n . c~in 1y, in ci,:nscrncn-e wi th UnitedJ Nston BeLti:

un ceo ta ¼es'yi F :o rdnsti :)- w it h the r aveil force s olf the emerg in; g

b~egan to eniorce- tr'ýade sntnson Iraq.

zI n:,eor1% Eush orderýEd ground forces in the Guil Icui COb1ed

size in or.e-r to giovnce zn ctniecapabil ity; and on 2,9 LoeIe,~N Ecrt

uci .1Csi ut1 L1 -11n UW =':tný ruýed the use of "all Temeans reces sery" to =_jr;-ie;:

t or es i:7, 1.;ui-4axit if nc: - nrw by 15 2nay19



With the President's decision to buji I- the off ensive capabil ity and the UN

mandate aUthorizing the utse of force, GEmEral Sdh~war~zkopf began in earnest to plan

the camipaign to eje-ct :iraq frorn Tn orde:r to *facil itate achievement 'f he

n at i ona pol i t _LO ciLet v25 t he LIPFIL- tcc'ed on wjhat had been dEtrm m ed to t e

c-ap-t l ý_ Iz e --r :t iolr an-d

Z:=,;j -- n is'arz trca ini-t 7he-:0tr of O~perations (<0 I

'- '- - ~s~hwar:Yop

,- t..C =ý171r it- capability and d_.etermtiý-a-ticn tz ai

r §:~c~m Et~ r. i eshp an d c c t(a. .nd mn C' imtr.

-t ezc .. ar, tcci c r-a:0, and c ne i ca Sr CU Cc r, ~t rae

t to ze=_troy the c i:= m -.r f~ces, the KT;. arid

"~n 10 .JnUary 19c/1 ~nayin t1'e GLulf) ,Operation DESERT STO'RM comjmencied

with a measive air c'ffemc-ive tha~t ;uicklJy achieved air superiority; stru~ck. at Iraqi

cc;TTianfd, control , anr0 CC.TFL'ni-i7aticrs ccapabil ity,; devastated the mil itary-indUStrial

-ompie>x; and isolated and att'-itedi the ½-publ ican Gu~rd and other Iraqi forces in

the KTO. Oin '23 FebrUary 24 FsýrL-ur in t-he GLIMf) the groUnd ci~ensive teg.An, w:1~.-7



Coal ition and UJI.S. M'larine ftOrc-CE strik ing into K~uwait , penetrat ing ILra=qi barriers

and fixing the ene-my in place, while the U.S. VII Corps and XVIII Airbiorne Corps

conduc-ted the now-f-amouS "Hail Ma4ry" play, en-ve-loping Iraqi forces in the KTO from

tine west to cut tnem ott and facilitate thIeir destruction in the Sasra pock-.et.

On Z1, February, as the Y1I and X`V;ýIM Corps forces- continued to attack, S-EN

Schwar~kopf re-ceived a. call from SGEN Fcwec-l 1, Ctha-i r man ofthe J'oint Chiefs of Staff ,

asking for his assessment cf the sttcnand cctuntn th e Prresident's desire

to0 end the19 Cworund war -at C')O hours. SE:N Sc,"warZkopfý considiered the possibil it->.' c+

conzanuing the fight through thtct:y ut decided that "we'd accomi-pll i shed 0ou.r

missin....ttee wea:,n~t EM½LC ~~ I left+ of1 iraa's army for it to) be a regional imilIitary

inrEs; a'- rj u: if t the C oal. i ti Aon at-t ack_ , coni d 'mr ofo r tros o

ge20 ~ Cs a fewi- hours eatrl isr t thc C1 ' CINO1 had tlc. d a p r e ss= co nte rre-nc E

.~~ar rt ,4wncre -ýp Mey:

tne. rem~ i mmTir=_-..n

w iere.1aF)17 a:..........Fity a ~srioe the. rea±2tTr.re ari 'my ... vI t ae1% in

-, ve -a- -y r-C enCU4-1f r h1i - be

-a ':22
"nret. . ..-

I.,- a nutsnei 1 ,SEN Ewe-.ofhad ase 'dthat, atthe end ciC si:, week-s

air strik-es and ',(co hoLrs= cf t-he grun ar, the mu- it-ary objectives of Operatio-

DESERT STORM had been act.icvcd. As a res=ult c-f the accompl ishment of the mil itary

objectives in the camp-aign and Iraqi concessioDns in tne ceazsetire agreement, the

Aldministration proclaimed the accompl ishment of U.S. pol itical objecti'ves in t~he

conf'Ii ict.
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IV. ASESEES1EWT

In &5555 the ac-comp! ishmnentý o- U.S object ives in the Per-sia:;n S15ul -F s

several oUeetacons snC-uild be a=nswered . First, were t he m ilit ary ob~j ctivs Sti

OperSt ion useert ;CStorm actuall 1y accompi ished 7' I- eo di-d their accom'pl iehresnt

t-r; at-e : nto akt t a i n me nt c' tne s natao n-a;' p- nI 1*i~ri-; obje-czi--is'7 Tn other wiedz J_

ar uS tcs- ' the ivctcryt- the -oceired7 p, r m1ai

C)l Itica soc d Sicrnas r s 7, -ic.{r y if the ni i tary am1 d Ii tir'c -al c b' t i v-

E -. :E'. Ed,EaI wer the a -r M ur did the suVie I a'1- =

Sl 1 o thee cit:zým Lir,j

1 -i-n r t h1 si, _- that W-hl-i nW 0RS kn cw n (cr 'uI hav Etee

F . L1 r a, Mntiflu L .intul d in the M1iddle a as *tLr.

.---lt e,~I emine- 1 at =i . -p '

Mea.r -tur e p1 n r ars ad 9.zm ar e rs it s -.ecessary tuo Jju;d,;e therr= cpŽ

In consar 1deraf--at in of tr n itry oc.jactie s of t hýe caP.m p a qn, t ne E v id enc e

i n.dic came&S thIna t t he;-y we r E a::omp i a td d ur In~ GzDEz:tET DTt T h=_e et ens.=_i - nz-,,,:- -= _

the air offiensive did signfi icantl y reduce the c Ipaiity cf t1I.he Iraqi rsime arc

its subordinate comaner nt command and conuLol their forces in the TO

interrogation of ranking Ira-qi prisoners of war indicated that, even if thýey had

known about the Coal ition' S plant to conduct the massive envel opeonent of tttIer t':-r-c

from the weti,Itey had nEitnmer thne communicat ions nor tra_;nspo:rtatiocn ciapability to

respond tCO pr-evenit it. £.7ny the djestruction :)f the Iraqi Air For-ce and it

total A-reffEctivene~ss:cszae the total S~iperiority of; the Colit: n t-e



ai.Destructiaonw~ L- h ritical t'r~cges -cross -he Tlana Arj th ELt--t-q

well a=- trie inaiticn of~ resp=(piv y-and reinforcements attempting to enter the JO,

ETECs, EIt i~jt- d C I 'raqi sorkeown the,--J vw. , ucEr :-

r e i etuto ci aiv to nucaleat pr, cd ZilCic ti4 c, and

-. - . _i¼ =~ r" Iý =- Sur*I i u of - -

D~Th E-:I E! '=1. x~ F. ln r-a s c i. n~ t o 1 C!, i m.da ' r'r 1 ,,

z z --(, I n2r s-- - t .±- mr z iZv-; gn sl- o.1 - ---

~EPI~Ft' C C-h detructio rn t i-aP] L'Jlr: re

-~~~h rg 7 o: r tYtu a -.

r a t

,-,Lard ;aE E. t s r o r- -c

pean otte-nse thre-at toc the- r e con Ilat Er. Al though he-avilytaetddrgtt

air offensive and further -attrited by the U.S. YII Corps during- th'e groulmo

off ensive , the decision to effect the ceaseii~-re at 2550February 1991I allowed

roughly four and orie half of SaooAam, Huss-ein's- sight Pepubi icr-ýn Gzuard divisions t:,

escape from. the t-rap set in tre E'asra pocrzes.EtEstima,:tes in 19% UrthE-r indicated

that the -re ý rro' rea za n eS:ae 4?tn , 4, rmr:prsonnel

12



carriers and infantry fighting vehicles, I,--.-2,QQU pieces of artillery... and 250

multiple rocket laxunchers .':z6Aithough this constitutes a significant reduction from

a pre-war force that inclued 4,2 tans and 3,100 artillery piecesr the remaining

capability stiill represents significant combat power in the region. It is due to the

survival ,of ft eour and one half .oivislnns of the Republ ican Guard th•ait a str.ycr

cA- ran lbe made that the ground offensive w;..s terminated touo quickly.
nst e T H BEN Echw-arzkopf describes fhre quick

in his bokIt Doesn't Tak-e a ,,r_-,_ _

uJeuiionskin prlues tha l o tr ermir~ation ot tre figntirg. Ftecei-'ling a canl

r .... ,__-he Cmas asked w-ether mi itary o'jectiveh-

been mF et, and wheth er i4t 71as rw ea•e S. a=CoIe to obtain a ;e2.set ire. ,-E! Schwarzkopf,

O==p, itE one cr0 Atoy CTinm/ re'uest ,_r an additional day to destroy Iraqi

tc__1~ 5=---,l•-.f, on: suttfi-iet destruction of iraQi *. .or-_=es

ha~d U, =-,w ±shed, .o that continmed fis.tin'4g, was unrer--.rv and would result

28-r ms -o-.----e;eS at.a ~--= .f The -P:-.g war•-', cescrib_•z__ed so w-aY :v', -9-.sewitz , sa.ess

C -o...i PIte ant F ac.-c rate pi--- o- the battlefield difficult in the midst o- b.att-'

made o-n the spot wiocut the fuIlest u-derstnrd ng of the situation that should ½ve

, ,,r. prio to arc iang dt t e' z s A- s and the resul tant orders

,. .,i~ :r iae a -. ,•. :T.._rE Orf T -.he i-,Sy to. escape th~an -- '_• Scnwarz.-:c~pt -a ••

tie. -,chwarzkoDf iade a. momerntous decision from his c-ommanrd post in

~.:}adh, nochndr-ads of miles ft the fighting, based con progress repcrts frcm units in

tne midst of the battle.

That the Republ ican GLL-m'O ,:s significantiy damaged cannot be denied. Frcm that

perspective, the mil itary -J'ijct1e had been accompl ished; Iraqi forces fled Kuwa:t

end have clearly posed no external threat in the region since the war. Put the f_3:t

tnat it was rnot :' t. 1 east trnreatened the mamnritude of

accomplisnment of the E0atir -n= f.cal objectives, since the iraqi capability
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maintained potentially reduces the time before Saddam may again pose an external

threat.

With the exception of the destruction of the Republ ican Guard, I have argued

t1at al- of the uoai. tion's i1i itary objectives were totally fulkil ied; and the

heavy attrition of the Nepubi ican Guard did ld to eje•.ct 44--_, onf Iraq Irom Kuwai d

_ .e r ion of Iraq's o-;te, asi,,ve .a-p--...J it y . This acc.mp! ishment of the i i itary
• •c4 -, s-etoft~ ri i~t

J ETctcVES snouid as SO - t_ s t1-'•, n in the -ot- 'ur_ stta•_inm~ent of nLr i•!iatlnl

Little argument is I ik:ely in the as sertioCn of successful a-conpi isn ,ent of

_nree in .e .m nistra-t4on s four s-tate n Ati-on al pol icy objectives: iraqi .. r..

were e~ t_••.roin .t::-uvait; the !ea~aeiT•" govern. ment of the= E.T~ir.te was r~esto~re; :;-

t ha sa.afet f marc.-nc - E., -. rad Eu t- m ecti, nes to swi
tn... athety of, - "t.zn ~e ....... .

around the issue of whether the war actual, Iy ersured "tie securatv -d :tabii it4 -f

Lz:juz Kr.-.>- ~._= the Persian 2 £_i.'2 :•ffe •Foru_ :aim•s tha t 4mer:caF war eiT.

TY riesiy enc':mpassed -sodaim HusseMn"s remoCval form pc;wer an• permanT~.-ent

a imri:ion c. "rz.'s abiiy to threat--n its neighbo-s,' 3 0Owni~ n he asserts ,e-'

"subsumed" nder the aim ensuring 'tne security _and sta=.bility -f the Persian

A appreciation for Coa: -tior memT, bers' objectives anc co nErs, h z-ever, ;a'.E

z.tE,TiaT's remove; as a prerequ.isza tor victory" r onvinsing. Critish o m
_-concerns aout "wanton iiii ' the ar continued, 2and regional states' fears

the potentiai seizure of power in iraq by Kurts or Shiite_ 3 underscored U.S.

-cncerns about responsiollity fr creating a power vacuum in Iraq, similar to the

multi-sided conflict in Lebanon that might draw the U.S into a quagmire and

further destabilize the region. Additionally, the UN mandate (Security Council

Resolution 678), which the U.S. relied upon as its legal foundation for military

action by the Coalition - r , Rsu ehon, as *a binding force for the Coalition itself

14



-only a-uthorized the e;xpui sion of Iraq -Fr-oj 1.4at -oauthorization existed for

the destruction of the Iraqi regimie.

That f l' ano his regime's" survival-. became Su~ch a. controVErsy in tthe

aftermath of the war' is understandable, y-Iet may be explained best in light of s-omre

inr.sightFo wa-r s_:trategy and termin ation ;_,n by Fred Charles Tl in C:ve;ry War

tiUst End. I'Kle notes the peac.r-et-ime terderCy of- niations to ". ..manage to it.e with

unr esol ved conif i 1ct s a nd evern t o 1,er t e t e riPk th At s o. me o f 4-ou- cornl icts miighit

iaad to war. S-it ý-ncr war osiard týr'venis~es , :nd "oenet

U S U R Y maik-e m[ore sir jnm -Fna~ or a.f-.t tor- ari.!. J war th, n ~

i T . u poc.n t riSt n En'1P ... oUring tthe prewar period.'w73Yiliti i

_- - - --t a- E Ds ra i - i s t -nr - 71-

- E- n-. ons interest o m d' t~
1  

c~ a E"'

nga war is an s-fiat su ct-, Vast ~migl .ý~n
4 4 - le

in view of 1J.'S. interrests 'in the region End,' zoncern for long-'term statili:ty

:ne E- s iec-ý i c~ P:oy i~~ &ive c itEd by FRECoro t ar-gUe that the U.S. Sa G-ot '_ Ce

_rso.gh s:o er=_ "Fecuit-y and sai+-% LZU oIteFrinGl"-ti writer:a

ý_c:U! d arsue that Fr-ss tdent Eush' dem.-onstr-ated 'corsiderabl e cel f-csntrol and adimiradl e

st~t-sarshp by I tria. _ion OT" the war- Short- ofSd34sdwfl

,'owýýever desirane +-hat imay have seamed at the ti-me. 'Stability in the troubled Mict.le

E:a. 5t is a rel ative term, andj the Impact on the Coal it ion of driving further into

Iraq after its forces* eXpulsion from KuwiWCt (or even the total destr~lction Oftr

R~epubl ican Guard, a maJor sourte o:f the regimne's power and control) was

unpredictable at best, and lik~ely to be disastroUS to a-- unified front. Jeffrey

F~eorss a5r-ti.Dn (cited ear, ler) tha-t asouraty En tE1til ity' of, the G,_14 denmsrt=eo



37
A per.rmanent el imination of Iraq's- abil ity to threaten its neighb-ors" seemfs both

naive and dangerous. A "Permanent elimimnation" of the mil itary power c~f any state is

grobab I y impcssbi a unl ess a= perma~nent c~cc~upa_'t icn i4s maint-ained , al Ong with

parmanenft economic and pojllit Ical sanCt i.-nms that , in the2 slit1?t Ing lijEntes oTý the

itdl e East, mayt not ne in tr etinterests of the U.S. o-r of thArab membe-rs z

±s icratto n-t~e t~hat t-he ;ctwrintransigence r~f th> :_;, -nj. regoie

ztEC in its In=~;su: Utf5:w as o , .i. OUZ"

:n .KurCE Iri a~,~tjSnd i~tsdsr ar of UN sanctions ag-rsed to in

ra sipy cctn niat e paid +'zr maint-ann; r,,, 'h tniu- stabil >

req~~ n L' C-.-
,D 1: S yL. 1i r. oU -z' SCad Ts -d h- t

a----------------------------- er WcT e= We 7 gh ý- ý

li~~ - - cjeti ' were~ a;;rcopriate in -=rS

E t r atr a" .j±1:i r D' 1'/t sncrter tha'n 't %OLIl hay- Le;-n dthe REp~lb!i.-:r

r. ~ ~ S S- ~ ý1 - n

msancco a s esalvy laude d pe ace was nor.t a-ttainmed -at war

*arminat =- aresur t 1F= 7--1p1 e<ity ctýe c eiFancciSU iVD \5

!a"'r=_ to app~rtg 4 .ts n-if _re cne.--

VCOIEfT I TH UTOL-LEVIEL COMMIANDER

The Persian -uli tWar' WS Inisue in many ways - trom the: rear-compi tetislain

of Iraq in the Internat-ion-ai arena, to the six.-month unmoul ested depi nyment and

build-up Of Coalition forces, to the total air s-upremacy of th.e Oc-alition. Due ts

its uniquiees, critics cf mil itary doctrine are quick to downplay the lessons

learned in. the Persian1 GUI-f as having no real value in cuir preparalt::n tocr the nt

/(o



-D nT- i i j.in tact, however, there -itre a number of lessons to be 1 e-A.rned from thi=

war, Soime c- thcm' Specifical lyi foUnded o ur r e a Ii -at-inn that the evact- scena=rio

ji r.aiyneve-r =;in pert elthereby presenti ng the chall I ci-

C1 .azw'M ;IW c-f re rl ing the problems handled in the EGUlf.

t----1 f- 4 n- at :ron in th= Gi{rpre -nts ant zrera ý, 7

unxp~.. d-* ucharEd in military dýctrine. T z+- *-=fr

fn e t oF th z :- - c poli- and

r an a-, ti ~n ir p t-in Til GuLLt "IiWaiRyrC" -1 d-E n U Mt ;--r P.E Gc-. e r n S r

~ ~-~ pmm~~rs(cIC'MC) and their p1 anne=rs thafr w 'k'

- ~ I A .L l~trCUgh -ertainly nct l-iclsv 0-vL " ~ n

d- ra tc -Ec eaeof -drn commti'uni-Cations caai _,t1 drstcll hri-,.

__ eF heosrato ;-1Vel P~~IFdradteNt ionai omn

C i:; a: rmak~ x ý & r tm dei:onakr ba Eaina a

~.nE75asZ Ei roc -0,- M z 1 Da I- e -crs make d:ecisEionsz bore o

L M, r t EIri dt r the s itc-J+ a S :E N SEcrwja r zk'p:: ciPi decision to Egree toci t i. c ntjcn

:sassr~r~"I".ui o h ci rom SEN.ýPowel eostae thinj eneny

teirdstc-; battie ý'-- -;
IT, E ,t"S S at-tUS Of both enemy and friendly fc~rces was

1 :i- t -"o a~sce-rtain ;n the fog~ of v;ar' was certizini y in evidence . fre: the CIN-

made the dlecision to terminate the fighting. It seems clear that the cperaticnal

comrmander must. ensure that pol itical1 decic-ionrmakers understand the contiusion whMich

exists during battle; that he takes advantage of communicat ions capabil ity to k~

the ir1'CLIiniarmed ;but he !-mustc st-rive to preci ude use of thzat instrument to rush

decisic.-s tefore attaining complete in-formation frcm SUbordinate ccmmand .;--r s

1-7



(22) .Fubli to support for American involl v-efrent is a critical f oundation for war

term~inlationl strate~gy, due to its potential impact on political mobJectives. As a

e~rnrii enter :4- sr avity Et tho ctrneg ic l ,evelI , it must be con s:re n

*r~ =c4L c: I~ yt ,v / C pi tircsa(1 1 ecade er-naip ,but by theC ',~IC w-1 1 i~,t

=E 14.. -- vr n., m- E- Ms Ir F! "rtinh

:NC A cin, ,-E 01 , u4. t i m:bJ e e na t ioc n 0 ic,,' p ur S"L~ i E-7 r a,3i cn . C 4 e '

r~P prt Z. ir s are ct

ot erti1a; Ivcrcit-r ikczsed c.:nIi ict. Ht wors-t, he must unesadthe need 47cr pricuc

,L..h be 7ane =y Ttfuture H OnEMt= He ciS tht eIL-

both~~~~~~~ kJS A~~ya:Iaicvtn casual t ies =JC th sai C TU

zpo:,r t ant. dete rr;mint of tE. stags and course of 'SR

Finally,~~~~~ toe s~h r& al is rgr amta incorpcratestemd;~

c a.mip Eign p~ an. 4h~ open_.7 4 .E -, security (OPEEC) andj corimmand4 anr:d c onrol ot rsc.

personnmel mTust be ensUrsod sire oi the publ ic to rknow what is happenang?

critioai to -the maintenance ci tpopular support.

(2,) The CIINC reqUires rn *-fc rs assi=gne-d to his staff who are educated and

trained to fýunction at tt h.sher end of thea spectrum of

tactics-operat icn5-stratz% . - ", the rank o-f Lieutenant Col",onelI/Commander .0-f"

mst m 1i t itary off i cer s 7-: t "ion ed Eci mos=t iol & y i n t he ta:-zt icar en v ironmr



The stUdy of pol icy and strategy, and the fOCUS on the operational level of warfare

are provided primatnii 1Y in the A-rm-ed Forces ' Sen ior Service Coll eges , al th-ough the

'rimy and tirne o offcer a- £ch-cc! cfdvanrced Nilita;ry Studies to selected

;rsEduates o-F -their respective staff r---. 1 eqss. Sut tihC Ln-:Oprs-t'fdinq of how the

nations'- Pcol ticai objective-s are transla-nt-ed into atrzategy a-,nd tI.ne =-election of

oPeriat iona -1 ezvel mi I itary obj ezt- ves ~wich tsrget enemy -OE = requiJre profs Z=

=C~ucat .o thatc z. .~ s cing prcvidEd toj the majonrity oi cur off icers.

~sai~ren~:o offiicers to the staffs of the CI- ,i- must tae no ccut h

*adeqLuacy of t ,i spsreparation tOz serve tinere.

Fei,-? requires officers wjho are exp~erts in his reg-ion. Withoa

th S Cur -1 r- e s and in-t it-ttions, the CIN wii1

~ ~iyf--rc== to ýrh~eve the mat on ' s oi i'ti- en

J P~ r r, - u. n d te r Fdn.Stu

t ct e- ci w~ t n m E- -ater. 1W,--ar t e r m nziCnn

1 t '; C- n El vco rrEaent'c-:. i~n

~~~~~i :n raio.ac~ito , mtuted asit normally will t- w 1t n

ozirn ~ pr~~tvs nd ru tur'=, crreets a ceta i.I1,

canter ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l. PGf grvtytatte :.Irs:gocc *;e o ti and, train mm of tn

,o)Ticer~s on the CINC~s staff is critical to Svoidan- of embarrassinq or -jE di

sItUatio n S t h at m igsht fTra-.ctzure th"Ie alli a ncea in coal ition wa-;riare.

(5) Good Pol itical]-mil .tarv rme1 stions are instrum-,ental to the -orfrul e-Ztion-c

t:"e plan and conduct of the campaign. Several factors were apparent during peatio

DJESERT SHIEELD/STORMI that may not always exist: (1) presidential decisionmaking

produced clearly defined rational pol itical objectives; (2) the President was

ddetermined to avýoid microm~nsgement of 'the mil itary in the planning and co-nduct z

tne campaign; and (2) the- intsr-fsce between political decis-icrmai.-ers and the CINIC
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doctr~ne is slow to =Merge. T--a p-i~ri~r draýtt c-f Ar-my V~ia d MaflL'Z(II IGOD--5:

[-;~rsion- -f`;rs om=-"su-,n o -Dz~c armainat-ion, ý"ut- it is trained at the

t ter eti -; evei C I wit h 1 i tt 1ei in-'s c~ ro04ce d i n t He 'ho t o'"a- od e. Pivar

:;a coinpl.z ý r % r' -- u -. . r r~ir- Fr 7*;-~ rrsen in

.4-- 7s -- I: 'flI/T 35 -
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VI. Conclusion

An assessment of war termination in the Persian Gulf War indicates that the

United States successfully accomplished its stated political objectives as a result

of achieving the military objectives of the campaign. While Coalition forces stopped

short of utterly destroying the Fepublican Guard forces in the KTO, the political

objective Vf enhancing stability in the region was accomplished, at least in the

short term. Similarly, although destruction of Saddam Hussein's regime might have

alleviated the problem of Iraqi intransigence, it would not likely have contributed

to long-term stability in the region, and therefore might have been

cownter-grotuctive to attainment of U.S. political aims.

While many of the circumstances of the Fersian Gulf War appear to be unique to

:-,ax -onfli-t, a number of observptions are appropriate that focus on important

considera.ions for the operational-level commander. These considerations include -.e

fOwziz.g: oFe ever-increasing capability for world-wide communications and its

impact on dec-iionmaking; the criticality of popular domestic support; the crucial

n-z-ssit; for we training Bn: ecucation of mil itary professionals to provide the

ezpertise required on the staffs of the Unified Commands; the increasing requirement

'Or close poiitical-militar, relations at the highest level ; and the distillation:

and publication of doctrine that will guide military planners in -ýr7:gn plannir;

toward effective war termination. All of these considerations to - e p:tential to

impact significantly on successful war termination across the wr - of conflict.
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